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Postal Address for any Enquiry, Money Order,
Cheque and drafts :

VISHAV GURMAT ROOHANI MISSION
CHARITABLE TRUST
Gurdwara Ishar Parkash, Ratwara Sahib
(Near Chandigarh) P.o. Mullanpur Garibdas, Teh.
Kharar, Distt. Ajitgarh (Mohali) 140901, Pb. India

Exemption U/S 80-G vide Cir. No. 7/2010
[F.No. 197/21/2010-1 TA-I1]

Registration Under Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act 1976 R.No0.115320023

SUBSCRIPTION - dar - (€H)

A®T&T fles I& g anut
200/- 2000/- 20/-
220/- 2020,/ (For outstation cheques)
| SusscrupTIoN roREIGN (eem) |
ATSBTST fies IS
2500/- 25000/-

HoHls & ydes Addl yefae
Agg wy ft § Hate <t 15 39l 3T
Horts adf ugeer 3 37 Jo ey d=9 3
Te3dt AHf ARY 10.00 77 3 HH 6.00
TH 39 36 96 © fqusst a9
35 - 9417214391, 9592009106, 9417214379
Email : atammargl@yahoo.co.in

For more information please visit us

on internet at:-
Email : atammargl@yahoo.co.in, http:# www.ratwarasahib.org
http:# www.babalakhbirsinghbalongi.org
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AS T sydle fAw #t s3e9 Afow <8
JOHS Yg9 - YaH - Hdle™ niggssd 2013

st AHT AYS

01-10-2013 fed 12.00 3 4.00 . A9 yaw, ydr dam, gaf.

05-10-2013 I3 07.00 3 10.00 JFfors (I IF)

06-10-2013 Mmoo moomoomoom

07-10-2013 Moo mooroom o

06-10-2013 fed 12.00 3 4.00 =B (I3<9)

07-10-2013 fed 12.00 3 3.00 % (33 FfaTH)

10-10-2013 fed 1.00 3 4.00 u3z3 Afoy

11-10-2013 moomom moomomm

12-10-2013 Moo mooroom o

13-10-2013 fed 12.00 3 4.00 T AfgE (WT9)

15-10-2013 fed 1.00 3 4.00 &9 J9o®, 33 Urug Afgg (wiEe)

16-10-2013 Moo mooroom o

17-10-2013 moomom moomom

18-10-2013 fed 12.00 3 4.00 T3 AfgE (YIoHH)

20-10-2013 fed 12.00 3 4.00 TI=TFT Afgg (M3TW)

27-10-2013 fed 12.00 3 4.00 T3 Afgg (M3<9)

28-10-2013 AHOH J3<3 Afdg

29-10-2013 moomoomom

30-10-2013 moomoomom

31-10-2013 moomoomom
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How to Serve The Lord and
Meditate on Him ?

(Continued from P. 70, issue Sept., 2013)

When the account of the deeds of the
likes of us, who are negligent and miserly,
is taken, what will be their fate?

When the Mullah (Muslim priest) heard
this hymn describing the pangs of
separation, he prostrated himself at the
Guru’s feet, and said, “O Nanak! thy ways
are known to thee alone. But now don’t
delude me and create confusion. Show thy
grace. My physical body is that of a
Muslim, but you are God’s distinctive self.
On poor and humble me, show thine
mercy. Now don’t let me be deluded any
more.”

“O Nanak! now I have fallen at your
teet. You are my only help and refuge.
Show thine mercy so that I may never be
born again in the world. You are not a
small child. You appear to be a child only
to the spiritually blind. But I have realized
that today none in the world is greater than
you are. Now deliver thine sermon to me,
the same that a True Guru does. You are a
Perfect Holy Preceptor, while I am an
humble mortal.” At that moment, Guru
Sahib said, “Now absorb your mind fully in
Him. Don’t forget Him. You will see that
even in your sleep during the 24 hours,
you will be meditating on God’s Name.
You will become inwardly awake.
Physically you will be sleeping, but your

consciousness will remain awake, and you

Sant Waryam Singh Ji
English Translation: Prof. Beant Singh

will meditate on God in your sleep. This is
called absorption in God. Concentrate your

mind, because if the mind gets concentrated
on God -

‘He, who meditates on God with perfect
concentration of mind even for an instant, is
freed from Death’s noose.”

g f97 fA7 fea f&& fanmfeG i
% &H & g 5T MfEG

If somebody meditates on God with
perfect concentration of mind just for the
twinkling of the eye, the noose put round
his neck by Death’s couriers is cut instantly.
He is rid of Death’s assault. Now, don’t say
that you are a Muslim and Mullah. It is a
malady of the body. You are a soul. Realize
yourself. You are the one abiding in this
mortal frame. You are not the body; so
don’t cling to it. Rise above your physical
body and see yourself as a soul. Guru
Sahib talked of mysticism or spiritualism.
He made him pass through shrah, shariat
(Islamic code of conduct) and trikat (one of
the stages of spiritual progress in Sufism).
He also made him rise above the material
reality to the world of spiritualism. He then
said to him, “Now determinedly render
service where some holy congregation is in
progress. Don’t bother about anybody.
Remember God with zest and yearning. In
this way, you will be rid of the cycle of life
and death.”

So, Guru Nanak Sahib set out on the
path of spirituality at a young age. It was
not that he took to spirituality after
becoming a very great philosopher. Many
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writers have written non-sensical things. But
the truth is that Guru Sahib came from
God’s home on hearing the cry of suffering
humanity -
‘When Satguru Nanak revealed himself, the
darkness of ignorance was dispelled, and

there was light in the world.’
Bhai Gurdas Ji, Var 1/27

AISTrg &&a yarfemr
fet gg Afar g5 Tl
Guru Sahib removed ignorance and
spread light of knowledge.

Then Guru Sahib grew up a little in
years. His father sent him to graze
buffaloes. But little was he interested in
grazing buffaloes. While the buffaloes
grazed, he spread a cloth on the ground
and lay on it with his arm covering his
eyes. It was noon time. Rai Bular
accompanied by two-three attendants came
riding on horses. He asked, “Who is lying
there?” His attendants said, “He is Kallu’s
son.” Coming near he said, “O God! look,
a cobra has spread its hood on his head.”
Slowly, he halted his horse. Getting down,
he said, “Save the boy, if he can be saved.
The snake hasn’t bit him as yet.” The snake
kept giving shade and did not move. But
as they went closer, it glided away quietly.
It was seen only slightly. Thereafter, nobody
saw the snake. Rai Bular’s attendants said,
“Rai Ji! where has the snake gone? The
ground is bare. It is without any vegetation,
yet it was seen slithering away only
slightly.” At once, he (Rai Bular) said, “This
is what I fail to understand. All the stories
I have heard about Nanak are strange. They
are unbelievable. Furthermore, the Mullah
(Muslim priest) says - ‘He is God’. Besides,
the Padha (Brahmin teacher) says - ‘He is
learned in every branch of learning right
from the beginning. He has come to teach

and instruct the world.” The Sanskrit
teacher says - ‘The Vedas and Shastras
(Hindu scriptures) are lying at his feet.
What should I teach me? Rather, he is
instructing me in spirituality.’

“The miracle witnessed today is simply
astounding. A cobra with a 12 inch broad
hood provided shade to his face. Today, I
will also pay obeisance to him. I also now
admit that truly some man of God or
Prophet has manifested himself in the
world.” So he paid obeisance at his feet.
Guru Sahib got up. He (Rai Bular) was
inspired with faith and devotion. This
happened when Guru Sahib was entrusted
with the duty of grazing buffaloes.

A couple of days later, Guru Nanak
was lying in a carefree mood. The buffaloes,
which numbered between twenty five to
forty, broke the hedge and entered a field.
They ate all the crop in the field and sitting
there started chewing the cud. Whatever
little was left, they trampled under their
hooves. The owner of the field came there
and saw that they were Mehta Kallu’s
buffaloes. When he looked around, he saw
Guru Nanak lying there in a carefree mood.
He caught Guru Sahib by his shoulder and
said, “Look! what has happened to my
tield, while you are sleeping? I am a poor
man, [ will complain against you. I will
make you compensate me for my loss. My
entire crop has been eaten by your
buffaloes.” Guru Nanak was quiet. He
dragged him to Rai Bular’s door and started
weeping there loudly. He said, “Rai Ji! I am
a poor man. He is the son of your Kallu
Das. People call him Nanak Diwana (mad).
Mehta Ji has put him on grazing buffaloes.
Get me compensation for my loss.” He kept
appealing. Rai Bular came out and sat on
a cot. Other people also came. The Panches
(Village elders) were also called. He said,
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“Look! I am going to do justice, even
though Mehta Kallu is my man. Go and
bring him here.” Mehta Kallu was brought
there. Rai Bular said to him, “Mehta Ji! you
have put this child on grazing buffaloes,
when you know that he is of a carefree
nature. He was resting while the buffaloes
ate all his crop.” The owner of the field
raised a hue and cry and said, “Not even
a single plant has survived. Whatever little
was left behind has been trampled by the
buffaloes which are sitting there chewing
the cud. All are sitting in my field. I have
just now come from there.” Rai Bular
summoned the entire ‘Panchayat’ (village
court). He said, “The accused will both be
tfined and asked to pay compensation - fine
for negligence and compensation for the
destruction of crops. He sent the ‘Panches’
(village elders) to asses the loss. The
accountant was also taken along. The field
that had been reported to be destroyed was
nowhere to be found; only the buffaloes
were sitting outside. They asked - “Which
field has been eaten away by the
buffaloes?” They came back and reported,
“Mehta Ji! tell us the location of the field
that has been eaten away.” The complainant
said, “The field on the other side of the
banyan tree is my field.” The Panches said,
“That field is intact. Not even a single stalk
has been damaged there.” The complainant
observed, “You are being partial to Nanak.
You, Panches, are acting unjustly and
wrongly. You are favouring Nanak and
Mehta Ji.” They said, “No, we are not
showing partiality. Panches are like God, the
question of favouritism does not arise. You
come with us and tell us which field of
yours has been eaten away by Nanak’s
buffaloes.” They took Mehta Ji also
alongwith them.

Rai Bular instructed them, “Go, don’t

do injustice. Do perfect justice.” The Panches
took both the complainant and Mehta Ji
alongwith them. He looked bewildered, and
said - “This was the very field which had
been ravaged by Nanak’s buffaloes.” The
Panches observed, “But it is intact. None has
eaten it. Can you point out any stalk which
has been damaged?” He was wonderstruck.
He touched his ears in amazement. Neither
are you under a trance, nor am I. He
touched them to make sure they were not
under any hallucination. He asserted that
the entire field had he seen totally ravaged;
not a single plant had survived. The
Panches (village elders) reported, “Rai Bular
Ji! we have examined everything. He is not
telling us anything about the damaged
field. The field that he is pointing out to
have been eaten away is intact; not a single
plant is damaged. The buffaloes are sitting
outside chewing the cud.” The complainant
said, “I am at a loss to understand what is
happening, and what is not. I had seen the
field completely damaged with my own
eyes.” Guru Nanak Sahib stood silent; he
did not utter a word. He stood like a guilty
person. His gaze was directed upward;
there was serenity and profundity in his
gaze, and a glow on his face, while on
everybody else’s face, there was a reproof,
as if saying inwardly - “Does anything
eaten or given away in the name of God
ever cause loss? On the other hand, it rather
increases or multiplies.” In this manner, he
taught a lesson to the people.

When Guru Nanak Sahib was working
in the Govt. Provision’s Stores, he was a
high official. In those days, there used to be
eight Ministers (Wazirs) - Khan-e-Khana
(Chief of nobles), Wazir-e-Azam (Prime
Minister), Diwan-e-Azam (Finance Minister).
Then there was one called ‘Bakhshi” who was
the “Senapati” (Commander-in-chief of Armed
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Forces). One Wazir (Minister) was called
‘Modi’, who was incharge of provisions, as
we have today Minister of Civil Supplies.
Guru Nanak Sahib went to the big stores at
will when he wished. He had never
counted beyond the number 13 (‘Terah’ in
Punjabi, which also meants “Thine’). He had
never uttered fourteen, even if the entire
population of the town took away
provisions from there.

When Guru Nanak Sahib took a dip in
the Bein river, it was complained that Nanak
had drowned himself in the river because
distributing provisions from the Govt.
Stores, he never counted beyond ‘thirteen’.
He was always saying - Terah, terah (Thine,
Thine O God). If the recipient removed his
cloth himself, and another spread his cloth,
he kept saying - ‘Terah, terah’; he never
started counting from one. In this manner,
he had squandered the entire store, and so
had drowned himself in the river. Nawab
Daulat Khan said, “Lock the Govt. Stores,
seal them; call Jai Ram Ji.” Daulat Khan was
annoyed, and said, “Jai Ram! this relative of
yours has become mad. You should have
checked him when he was squandering my
stores. Now I will have full accounts of the
transactions.” He ordered him to be sent to
prison. Guru Nanak Sahib came out of the
river. He was repeating one thing - ‘I am
neither a Hindu, nor a Muslim. My body
and soul belong to Him, who is called
‘Allah’ (God) of Muslims and ‘Rama’ (God)
of Hindus.” (P. 1136) Guru Nanak Sahib was
caught and sent to prison. Checking of the
accounts was done. On computation surplus
stores worth Rs. 782 were found. In those
days, four quintal grams could be bought
in one rupee. According to the value of
rupee today, this surplus comes out to be
more than Rs. 20 lakh. When Guru Nanak

Sahib was told about this surplus, he
requested that it should be distributed
among the poor. People said, “The fool is
championing the cause of the poor; what
will his children eat?” By his deed Guru
Sahib taught the people: “Money given in
the name of God never decreases; it rather
increases.” If you want to add to your
earnings, give charities and donations in
God’s Name. Your earnings will continue
multiplying.

‘Brother! this wealth let all consume and

spend together:

Decrease in it shall not occur; ever shall it
increase.’ P. 186

yrefa yagfa afs fifs et
Ffe & me g AEti
So, it was not just a matter of buffaloes
ravaging a field. It was God Himself come
to teach us a lesson. Nobody knows God’s
strange play.
‘Himself, the Lord is manifest in many forms
and Himself He is in one form alone.
Whatever pleases Him, O Nanak, that alone
is the good thing.’ P. 726
wml afg feq dar & M g7 dartil
i 37 37 a78ar At a1 dart il
There are many small illustrative
episodes in his life. Every story conveys a
very significant message.

Guru Nanak Sahib grew a little more in
years. In consultation with his brotherhood,
Mehta Kallu Ji fixed a day when Nanak
should put on the ‘janeu” (sacred thread). He
said, “We are Khatris (name of a Hindu
caste). Until he (Nanak) puts on the ‘janeu’
(sacred thread), he will remain without the
sacred thread. Nobody will talk with him or
have any dealings with him, because when
the ‘janeu’ (sacred thread) was put on, the
following chant was recited -

‘The thread made pure and sacred by
performing a yagya is supremely pure.’
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qarH U= Yan ufesH il
The Pandit was reciting this chant and

putting on the thread saying that it had
become supremely pure and sacred.

Look! what an intelligent and
meaningful thing Guru Nanak Sahib did!
While the entire brotherhood was saying
that the ‘janeu” (thread worn by Hindus) had
become supremely sacred, Guru Nanak
Sahib smiled and said, “Padha Ji! (Brahmin
Priest) what is this that you are going to
do?” Now, he was the family priest. He
had heard all the things about Guru Nanak.
Intelligent persons talked with Guru Nanak
after thinking carefully because they knew
that he would contradict them there and
then. They wished that somehow their
honour might be saved and they might not
become the object of ridicule, because so far
none had been able to face Guru Nanak’s
arguments and advise him. Preparations
were made. The members of the
brotherhood arrived. Guru Nanak was
seated on a ‘chauki’ (low stool) and the
Pandit started twining the ‘janeu’ (sacred
thread worn by Hindus). When it was
ready, the Pandit sought to put it on Guru
Nanak. Putting his hand up, Guru Nanak
Sahib asked, “What are you doing?” He
said, “We are putting the ‘janeu” on you. By
doing so you will become supremely pure
and sacred.”

Guru Sahib said, “Pandit Ji! shall I
become pure by putting on this thread?
First, explain to me how I shall become
pure by putting on this thread. Shall sins of
millions of births be washed off with this
thread? You are saying that I will become
supremely pure; you aren’t saying that I
will become a little pure.” On hearing this,
the Pandit who was seeking to put the
‘janeu’ (sacred thread) on Guru Nanak was
taken aback thinking that the responsibility

had then come upon him to satisfy Guru
Nanak. He said, “Nanak Ji! by putting on
the ‘janeu’ (sacred thread) one is reborn and
becomes pure. Sins of earlier births are
annulled. So, now you should put on the
thread.” We also say the same thing -
“Now that you have partaken of ‘amrit’
(baptismal nectar), all your earlier sins have
been removed.” It boils down to the same
thing. But you should reflect over it. It is
not by the ritual that sins are removed, it
is by meditating on the Name Divine.

‘The soul defiled with sins, that is cleaned

with the love of God’s Name.’ P. 4

gati HiF uvyT & Hiarii

&g G4 32 a dfari

It is the mind or soul that is fouled.

Then it is quite simple - ‘Put on the clothes
of such and such colour; your sins will be
washed off.” Saying - ‘mow pain and
suffering, later joy and peace’, the Jains ask
the devotee to get his hair plucked one by
one to achieve purity of mind or spirit. Five
to ten monks sit down to do this task. They
remove the hair one by one, even if the
devotee cries loudly. They assert - “now,
pain and suffering, later joy and peace’.
They render him totally bald saying - ‘now
your sins have been annulled.’

Guru Sahib does not agree with this
belief and asserts that it is totally wrong. He
says, “Sins will be removed by meditating
on God’s Name. By putting on a thread, or
applying a sacred mark on the brow, they
(sins) cannot be removed. On performing
circumcision of a Muslim, it is said, “All
your sins have been removed. Now you
have recited ‘kalma’ (Muslim’s sacred
formula or utterance). Now in your defence
Prophet Mohammed is standing with God.
He will not let you be sent to hell.” These
were the blind and ignorant beliefs
prevailing among the people, when Guru
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Nanak Sahib emerged in the world. He
had to debunk each one them. The Pandit
said, “Nanak Ji! are you not to put on the
‘janeu’ (sacred thread)?” Guru Sahib
replied, “No, I have to put on the ‘janeu’
(sacred thread). But you should give me
the genuine ‘janeu’ (sacred thread). I am
not going to wear this false ‘janeu’ (sacred
thread). Pandit Ji, when man leaves this
mortal body, does this ‘janeu’ (sacred)
accompany the soul to the other world, or
is it left behind here?” The Pandit replied,
“It gets burnt with the body.” Guru Sahib
asked, “What, when it gets broken?” The
Pandit replied, “Then man himself twines
a new one and wears it. I am not needed
for this purpose. I put it on the seeker
only once.” At this Guru Sahib asked,
“Then what is the use of the ‘janeu’
(sacred thread) which can break and gets
burnt? What kind of ‘janeu” is it? When it
gets removed, we will again become
sinners, we will become impure. If you
have a genuine ‘janeu’ give it to me.” The
Pandit asked, “What kind of ‘janeu” (sacred
thread) Nanak? Of what thread do you
want - fragile untwined thread, or strong
twined one?” Guru Sahib said, “If you do
want to give me a ‘janeu’ (sacred thread),
then give me one of truth.

‘Make compassion the cotton,

Contentment the yarn;

Continence the knot and purity the twist;

Such is the true sacred thread of the soul.

Thou Brahmin-priest! put this on me

shouldst thou have it.

This thread neither snaps, nor is soiled;

Neither burnt, nor lost.

Saith Nanak: Blessed are the beings that
around their neck put this.’ P. 471

efenT aua #3y §F AF diel A &2l
g7 Hﬁgaﬂ?wafa?za’w?uqll
3T 8g IZ & HE &dl 37 8T A8 & AMEIl

g3 H H'e&H 378a7 1 aifs 98 yEll
Pandit Ji! I do not condemn the ‘janeu’;

I do not call it something bad. I am ready
to put it on me.” The Pandit said, “Nanak!
which is the ‘janeu’ that you are ready to
put on you?” Guru Sahib said, “Make
compassion the cotton. I do not want this
bare thread. It should be made out of the
thread of contentment. It should have knots
of continence and twist of truth.” Guru
Sahib has mentioned four things. He said,
“This ‘janeu’ (sacred thread) shall be put on
the ‘jeev” (soul; sentient being) abiding
within the body because it is he who is to
go to the Divine Court. This physical body
is not to go there; you may get involved in
it as much as you like. You may put on it
any kind of dress; you may tie a black
turban, or a white one. All these will be left
here; they won’t go with the soul to the
other world hereafter. This body and its
vesture is only an outward covering or
apparel, which none will bother about in
the Divine Court. There go man’s deeds, his
character how he conducted himself in the
world. Do you have such a ‘janeu’?

‘Make compassion the cotton,

Contentment the yarn;

Continence the knot and purity the twist;

Such is the true sacred thread of the soul.

Thou Brahmin-priest! put this on me

shouldst thou have it.

This thread neither snaps, nor is soiled;

Neither burnt, nor lost.

Saith Nanak: Blessed are the beings that

around their neck put this.” P. 471

efem™ ayta A3y §F AF diel Az S I

8g AB3E Al ar Ie I UF WIF I

3T 8g IZ & HE Hdl 3T 8T A8 & ATl
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Guru Sahib said, “This will not get

broken. This won't become soiled; it will
neither break nor get burnt; nor will it get
removed from the inner subtle form. Pandit
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Ji! blessed are those who put on this kind
of ‘janeu’ (sacred thread). We seek the dust
of the feet of such. What is this sham
ostentation you are practising?

‘Thou buyest and bringest a thread for four

shells, and seated in an enclosure putest it
on. p. 471

geafz s metfemr gfg g@a utfemri
You buy thread from the market.
Coming here, you twine it and seated on a
low stool, you put it on.
‘The Brahmin becomes religious preceptor

and whispers some instruction into the
wearer’s ear.” p. 471

frar dfs g3veby grg grane famm il

You whisper some instruction into the
ear - ‘the sacred thread is supremely pure’.
And thus you become my Guru (Holy
Preceptor), when you do not know even
thyself. The Guru is one on whose utterance
of the chant into the wearer’s ear the latter
becomes permanently absorbed in God’s
Name.

Once religious gatherings were being
held in Mohalla Sikligran, Patiala. The
English had come into the state. At that
time, a gathering of five Singhs was not
permitted. They could not administer ‘amrit’
(baptismal nectar) to the devotees. The Sikhs
had to face a big problem. Digging a pit, a
roof was constructed on it and ‘amrit’
(baptismal nectar) was prepared therein. In
those days, the real Singhs were those
whom we today call ‘Namdharis’. All the rest
had abdicated their responsibility. Preparing
‘amrit’ in a basement, they put it in buckets
and administered it to groups of devotees
tifty-sixty yards away under the cover of a
boundary wall. It was because the English
rulers did not allow ‘amrit” to be
administered openly. It became a problem
how Name Divine should be bestowed on
the devotees. So the holy congregation was

being held in the locality where ‘Sikligars’
(a nomadic tribe whose profession is to
make knives and swords) lived. After the
‘diwan’ (congregation) was over, Nihang
Singhs in white clothes, disciples of Baba
Ram Singh Ji, said, “Those who wish to
receive the boon of God’s Name should
get up.” Maharaja Patiala was in receipt of
an official letter asking him to find
through some reliable persons what these
persons whispered into the ear of the
amrit-seekers. One Mohinder Singh was a
‘chobdar’ (Macebearer) of the Maharaja. He
was asked to pose as an amrit-seeker and
find out what the Nihang Singhs would
whisper into his ear as the Maharaja had
to send a report to the British Govt. He
went there and stood in the queue. When
the word ‘Waheguru-Waheguru’ (Gods’
Name) was whispered into his ear, he sat
down. This happened to every other person
in whose ear the word ‘Waheguru’ was
uttered. He was thrown into a trance. The
night passed; the next day passed.
Maharaja Patiala said, “He hasn’t returned.
Go and find out.” When the Maharaja’s
men reached there, they found him sitting
cross-legged in a row. They shook his
shoulder and called out his name -
“Mohinder Singh! Mohinder Singh! The
Maharaj is calling you.” When he was
shaken a good deal, he opened his eyes,
and said, “Which Maharaj?” They said,
“Have you forgotten the Maharaj - our
Maharaj Sahib of Patiala State?” He said,
“Go away. I have seen thousands like him
being kicked about in the Divine Court.
Now I do not need any Maharaj (king or
ruler). I have found a greater king.”

Then Hira Singh was sent, who was
Maharaja’s dresser. He said, “I am free from
all the four vices. Send me”. He went into
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the holy congregation. When the Waheguru-
chant was uttered into his ear, he too was
thrown into a trance from which he did not
come out for 24 hours. When he did, he too
gave the same reply, “I have seen many like
the Maharaja moving about as moths and
insects in the Divine Court.” He was
ordered to be expelled from the state
within 24 hours, because if he happened to
go into the state forces, he would make
every one crazy.”

So Guru Nanak Sahib said, “Pandit Ji!
you are behaving like a Guru (Holy
Preceptor) without any justification. The
Guru has the treasure of the Name, which
when bestowed on the seeker permeates
every particle of his being. But your ‘janeu’
(sacred thread) falls off here in this world,
and its wearer dies. In the world hereafter,
he goes without the sacred thread. The
‘janeu’ does not go with him. By putting on
a fragile ‘janeu’, one does not go to the
Divine Court.” The Pandit was surprised
and said, “Nanak Ji! we had never heard of
this thing before.” Guru Sahib said, “Look!
what vices man suffers from!”

‘Man commits lacs of thefts and lacs of
adulteries and utters lacs of falsehoods and
lacs of abuses.

He practises countless deceptions and

villainies, night and day, with his fellow
beings.’ P. 471

BY GIHT BY ATIPHT
BY JIPAT BY T |l
&Y STTPHT yfaaHmr
gfs feady atmr 31F 11

Is there any limitation put on man that
he will remain the same as before? We
should accept and wear the ‘janeu’ (sacred
thread), if after wearing it man does not
practise thieving, cheating, and falsehood
and use abusive language -

‘Saith Kabir: The Preceptor’s influence is

then only visible, when from the self the fever

of attachment is cured.’ P. 1374

9T JI B IT aEtid

e Ha 3& 31l

if all the three fevers or maladies

(mental, physical and psychic) are cured, if
fever of attachment is removed. But you
have made a mockery of the sacred thread.

‘The sacred thread is spun from cotton and

the Brahmin comes and twists it.

A goat is slaughtered, cooked and eaten and

everyone then says, “Put on the sacred

thread.”” P. 471

Iq quTag I3 THE T2 MTE N

gfa gaar f3fs yifemr Rg & wd yrfe

All present say: ‘The thread has been put on.
Now let us partake of goat-meat.”
‘When it wears off, it is thrown away and
then another is put on over again.
Nanak, the thread would not break if it has
any strength.’ P. 471
Ife yarer gein 3t fefa urebd ag il
Aad IaT & geet 7 Ifar 7€ A
The thread would not break if it has
any strength. Why will it break then? Try
to understand the real thing -
‘By veneration of the Name Divine arises
faith;
From Divine laudation arises the true
thread.’ P. 471
&fe Hisw ufs @ur Asal Ag FF Il
Cultivate faith in God’s Name, who
pervades everywhere, who is present in one
and all.

‘By the Name Divine are sustained all the
creatures.

By the Name Divine are supported the
regions of the earth and solar-systems.’

(... to be continued)
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Banda Bahadur

What motivated Banda Bahadur? Was
the Sikh ideal which combines militancy
with spirituality diluted in the Sikh
Struggle against Mughals? Was it
completely abandoned? Were the Sikhs
under Banda Bahadur motivated by the
desire to wreak vengeance against their
adversaries? Was this struggle, for the
acquisition of power only? Was the rosary
abandoned in favour of the sword? Did
Banda Bahadur glamour for personal glory
and power? There are a host of other very
relevant questions when we study the
achievements of one of the most remarkable
leaders of men in the 18th Century who
rose in revolt against the unjust imperial
power of the Mughals and shook it to its
foundations. Within two years of the death
of Guru Gobind Singh he established a
state, unfurled the flag of the peasent
power, struck his own coins, freed the
minds of the masses from the fetters of fear,
gave to the oppressors of people a taste of
their own medicine, struck terror in the
hearts of the tyrants themselves and when
the tide turned against him he did not lose
his composure, nor compromised his faith,
nor begged for favours, nor allowed his
mind to be swamped with hatred and
bitterness, nor allowed depression and
defeatism to sully his sensibility. A true
disciple of Guru Gobind Singh as he was,
he distanced himself from his personal
lapses and actions. In the darkest hour of
his life he could objectively analyze the
action- ambitions and shattered dreams. He
died not only like a hero in the battle-field

Surjit Singh Chawla

but also as a hero of the world of

spirituality.

Banda Bahadur-The Persecution of
a Hero

The way in which Banda Bahadur
tfaced death clearly points to his faith in the
nobility of teachings of Guru Gobind Singh
who transformed him into a saviour of the
weak and the vulnerable from a recluse who
had turned his back on the problems of the
world and sought solace in the acquisition
of occult powers. These powers create the
egoistic satisfaction of being in control of the
elements. The Guru created in Banda
Bahadur the urge for subduing the ego to
a higher cause. This cause, could be
accomplished by developing a moral
sensibility which can sustain a heroic-
unequal struggle - if the quest is for power,
the ego dominates the vision. But if the
quest for power is for a cause (specially
when it is an unequal struggle) idealism
dominates the vision. Ambition cannot
provide inspiration for carrying on a
seemingly impossible task.

An Idealist and a Soldier of Faith

The Sikh tradition speaks of the
presence of idealistic streak in the make-up
of Banda Bahadur. A story which finds
credibility in the writings of chroniclers of
Sikh history, tells us how he developed an
aversion for hunting. At the age of fifteen,
he shot a female deer. He was
overwhelmed with pity when he realised
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that the deer carried in her womb two
young deers. Banda, in a bid to save the
young ones of the deer, operated upon it.
But the two young deers died before his
eyes in a couple of minutes.

This incident transformed the young
hunter into a Bairagi - Remorse and
disillusionment became the dominant
features of his sensibility. He stopped
taking interest in the worldly affairs and
came to look upon the world as a place
full of darkness, pain, suffering and
SOITOWS.

He developed interest in occult powers
and came to have his followers and thought
of establishing his own centre at a suitable
place. In quest for peace he came to Nander
on banks of Godavri and set up his own
Dera (Ashram). At Nander he became
popular for his occult powers and his
power to treat ailments with the help of
mantras. I

From the legend about Banda Bahadur
we can draw number of inferences. It points
to the fact that Banda had a fine sensibility
and a sensitive heart. He was not a mere
hunter. He did not have violent proclivities
of aggressive invaders.

His response to the death of the
‘mother deer’ and her young ones was the
typical response of the Indian spiritual
tradition which advocates escape from the
world which is perceived as a house of
sorrows. The individual must work out his

salvation and attain freedom from the cycle
of births and deaths.

His interest in healing the ailing points
to his interest in decreasing human
suffering. His interest in the, ‘occult’ points

to the fact that he had yet to subdue and
sublimate his ego.

The Sikh ethics is the ethics of
transformation. The Sikh tradition combines
spirituality with social responsibility. It uses
the strength of the Indian tradition to secure
justice for the victims of oppression let
loose 1) * v a theocratic state. But their
acceptance of the tradition reaction
sequence of his own life and play the roles
of the actor as well as that of the spectator.
His submission to the will of God was
absolute. He did not die like a man with
thwarted was selective. They had their own
frame-work of values. They tried to free the
Indian tradition of the fossilised patterns of
thought. In this respect it must be kept in
mind that while dealing with the problems
of the present or the patterns of thought as
these evolved in the past, the Sikh Gurus,
were not simply pragmatic. They never
gave up their idealism. They carried on a
persistent struggle against tyranny. It was
an unequal struggle which demanded
absolute dedication and disallowed
manipulative stratagems and unethical
practices.

The Disciple of a Great Guru

Guru Gobind Singh correctly perceived
the dormant spiritual and martial potential
of Banda Singh Bahadur (Madho Das,
Lachman Das) Egoism stood in the way of
his (Banda’s) spiritual development. With
the Guru’s blessings, Banda was
transformed into a devotee with an
unflinching devotion and unshakable
determination.

The recluse of earlier days of his life
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was inspired to fight, against tyranny and
strike terror in the hearts of tyrants who
understood only the language of tyranny
and torture. The hunter in this way was
transformed into a protector of the suffering
humanity. The concern for the self, was
converted into concern for mankind. Egoism
was subdued by altruism - Revulsion for
violence was transformed into a powerful
sentiment for the protection of the week.
Banda Bahadur could not, brook the idea
that a mighty man like the governor of
Sirhind should brick alive the innocent
children of Guru Gobind Singh - such an
insensitive man should not be allowed to
live. The regime which he served had to be
uprooted. Violence could be and should be
used to uphold the values of justice and
fair play.

There was unhappiness in the world. In
the survival game-plan of nature the strong
feed on the weak. The strength of the man
of power comes from suppressing the weak.
In the world of human beings, in different
religions (in the basic fundamental sense)
the sentiment of mercy is cultivated to
protect the poor and the powerless.

In real practice, however, whereas the
weak have no capacity to take recourse to
violence, men in power have the means to
use violence to subdue their subjects. The
Sikh ethos gives the victims of injustice, the
right to use violence to protect themselves
against their masters. The use of violence
and terror by Banda Bahadur should be
seen in this context. He did not come to
Panjab to settle scores on behalf of Guru
Gobind Singh who wanted to wreak
vengeance on his tormentors. Banda’s
mission was to subserve a cause. Idealism

rather than ego motivated him.

The war which Banda Bahadur waged
against Mughal oppressors was an unequal
tight. He left Nander for Panjab, Ganda
Singh tells us, after the Guru had been
stabbed. In the words of Ganda Singh:

“The news of the treacherous deeds
maddened Banda Singh to fury. His blood
boiled within him.”

This treacherous deed, it is obvious
would cause righteous indignation in a
mind awakened to face challenges from a
deteriorating situation. The resolve to face
the situation could be sustained by idealism
only and not the momentary raw response
of anger. His departure for Panjab,
accompanied as he was by 25 Sikhs only,
was not the act of fool-hardy adventurer or
empire-builder but an idealist. No doubt, he
had embarked upon a punitive mission and
not a mission of forgiving those who had
violated all moral norms and had become
the instruments of Devil himself.

Banda Bahadur’s Mission

Ganda Singh is of the opinion that the
mission of Banda Singh has been
misunderstood by the historians who
represent him as a blood-sucking tyrant out
to seek revenge for the death of the sons of
his Master. Ganda Singh is correct. It was
the desire to uproot the evil and the evil
doers and the inspiration provided by Guru
Gobind Singh which motivated him to
undertake the punitive campaign.

Ganda Singh tells us that as Banda
advanced towards Bagar Desh from the
frontiers of Delhi, he became very popular
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- common people regarded him as a
deputy of Guru Gobind Singh and flocked
to him for benedictions.

Rattan Singh, in his Panth Prakash
gives a graphic account of Banda’s
popularity and generosity.

“He would make people recite the
name of God and gave people what they
wished for. The first assignment which
Guru Gobind Singh gave him, was to
punish the Muslim citizens of Sadhora who
had been instrumental in getting Pir Budhu
Shah and his disciples executed by
Aurangzeb because the Pir had fought on
behalf of the Guru.

It becomes clear that Banda was not
fighting against Islam or Muslims. He
fought against fanaticism and a cruel
insensitive state. Pir Budhu Shah and his
followers were on the side of Guru Gobind
Singh. The Guru gave first priority to
punish the tormentors of Pir Budhu Shah.

Bahadur cannot, thus, he considered to
be a blood thirsty warrior, who wished to
shed Muslim blood, to quench his thirst for
revenge.” He was not opposed to Islam. He
was definitely opposed to Muslim
fanaticism and wanted to punish the
Muslim ruling classes as well as their
Hindu collaborators for perpetuating
atrocities against the Hindus, who had, as
a result of the defeats in the battle-field,
forfeited the right to live with dignity.

Ganda Singh thinks that Sikh militant
movement has been wrongly interpreted.
The Sikh struggle was against injustice
inflicted on the people by their Muslim
rulers. He was not against Islam.” It was
not a war waged by Kaffir" (Non-believers)

against Momins (believers) as most of the
Muslim historians have perceived it to be.
The Muslim historians are generally biased
by their pro-Islamic prejudices. But
occasionally even these chroniclers have
appreciated the noble qualities of Banda
Bahadur.

But it must be kept in mind that
Banda’s struggle was against the Mughal
political elite. The excesses against the non-
Muslims were committed by the state
functionaries who had committed
themselves to the spread of Islam. Banda’s
anger was directed against them. Barring
some honourable exceptions, the followers
of Islam supported the Muslim state and
were insensitive to the torture to which the
non-Muslims had been very often subjected.
Of course, the non-muslim historians,
suffered from anti Muslim prejudices. They
looked upon Banda as the saviour of
Hindus and have exulted in the punitive
campaigns of Banda Bahadur, against the
Muslims.

Ganda Singh’s view-point is correct.
Historians, even if they consciously avoid
being partisan are affected by their personal
preferences and prejudices. Khafi Khan
(author of Muntakhib-ul-Lubab) has accused
Banda Singh of blackest cruelty and
barbarism.

Khafi Khan, looked at Banda Singh
Bahadur’s struggle from the point of view
of the Mughal state, and the majority of its
subjects, who for centuries on end, had
been enjoying special privileges and were
willing or unwilling tormentors the non-
Muslims - Banda Bahadur looked upon
himself as the protector of the Hindus. He
was convinced that the rule of terror would
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not end, unless the Mughal state was
destroyed.

The indiscriminate killing of the
Muslims at Sadhora or Sarhind could have
no ethical justification. But an unjust
insensitive government can also be not
justified from any point of view. Banda saw
himself in the role of a protector of the
week and the vulnerable. This could be
made possible only by punishing those who
thought they were accountable to none.
Banda was liberator of the people and he
channelised the anger of the people to set
them free.

Saviour of the Weak

In keeping with the Sikh tradition of
heroism, Banda Bahadur tried to project
himself as a benign protector of the people
as the Gurus themselves had been.

There is a story in Prachin Panth
Prakash about his intervention to save the
villages where he had been camping on his
way to Samana, from the dacoits. He
encouraged the villagers to stand against
the marauders even when they hesitated to
help him in rescuing them, he stuck to his
resolve. He locked the timid Panchas in a
house, faced the dacoits and compelled the
people of the village to fight against their
tormentors.

This incident clearly, points to Banda’s
own perception of the role he was
supposed to play. This role was that of a
protector who would destroy the wicked to
save the innocent. Ganda Singh has very
aptly remarked that this act of bravery was
the beginning of the glorious though short
career of Banda Bahadur.

He started declaring that his mission
was to protect the poor, the weak and the
defenceless against the cruelties perpetuated
by all types of tyrants, legal and illegal.

The Chaudhris of the area, who were in
league with official and out-lawed
extortionists could not brook his intrusion
but they were swept away by the chrismatic
aura of Banda Bahadur and the tidal waves
of popularity which his generosity had
created. He had become a legend. People
flocked to him in large numbers as he was
considered to be a deputy of Guru Gobind
Singh. He asked them to respect the sacred
name of WaheGuru and showered
benedictions on them. His generosity knew
no bounds. He paid all in gold mohurs
even for insignificant service rendered by
them.

Revenge was not the aim of Banda
Bahadur. Of course the desire to punish the
tormentors of Guru Gobind Singh’s younger
sons did provide a powerful emotive
impulse to the devotees of the Guru. It was
a complex situation-full of revolutionary
potentialities.

The Destroyer of the Wicked

Samana was the first city which fell to
the might of the Sikhs under Banda Singh
Bahadur. The city was ravaged, Muslims
were massacred, Sayyad Jalal-ud-Din and
the members of his family were done to
death for having treacherously induced
Guru Gobind Singh to leave Anandpur.

The author of Banda the Brave states
‘Each Sikh fought to his heart’s content
vying each other in their work of slaughter;
some with a view to plunder, some with a
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view to wreak vengeance, others with the
object of punishing the tyrants in obedience
to their Guru’s orders.

Osman Khan, the ruler of Sadhura, had
tortured to death, Sayyad Badar-ud-Din Shah
(Sayyad Buddhu Shah) because he had
helped Guru Gobind Singh in the Battle of
Bhangani.1l' He oppressed Hindus and
would not allow their dead to be
cremated.” The Hindus complained to
Banda Bahadur. The terrified noblemen took
refuge in the tomb of Qutab-ul-Uquab but
could not save themselves. The tomb came
to be known as Qutali Garhi. Ganda Singh,
however, says that the tomb was not
descrated.

The Muslims of Banaur (14 kms from
Rajpura) used to seize the cows and oxen
of the Hindus and slaughter these to
humiliate the Hindus. Banda punished
them. Similarly he chastised the Brahmins
and Ranghars who had handed over Guru
Gobind Singh’s mother and his younger
sons to the Mughals.

According to Mohd. Qasim the author
of Ibratnama. Banda Bahadur issued an
appeal to the people to join him to take
revenge on Wazir Khan and Sucha Nand.
His appeal got a tremendous response from
the people. They came in large numbers.
Banda Singh entered Sonepat looted the
Mughal treasury and houses of the rich
Muslims.

Muslim Crusade Against Banda
and the Battle of Sarhind

Wazir Khan proclaimed Jehad against
Banda. Nawab of Malerkotla, Muslim chiefs
and Zamindars joined him.

Wazir Khan’s troops numbered 5 to 6
thousand horsemen seven or eight thousand
musketeers and archers, some artillery and
elephants. In addition there were 8000
Ghazis. The total number of his troops was
20 thousand.

The Majha and Malwa Sikhs joined
Benda between Banur and Kharar.

The Battle of Sarhind was fought at
Chapper Chiri situated at a distance of
Sarhind. The Mughal forces fought under
the command of Wazir Khan, Sher
Mohammed Khan and Sucha Nand. Wazir
Khan was killed Sucha Nand fled away.
Sher Muhammad Khan was also killed.

Wazir Khan’s head was struck upon a
spear. The Muslim troops fled and were
pursued hotly. The road upto the city of
Sarhind was like a stream of blood.

In the battle of Sarhind, Wazir Khan
was killed and his son fled to Delhi. The
entire population was subjected to plunder
and were massacred. The author of
Ibratnama says:

“Many other well to do people fled;-
With all that they could carry away.
Everybody who was left behind was made
a prisoner. Only those Muslims who
disguised and hid themselves in the houses
of Hindus, escaped injury.

Wazir Khan’s dead body was hanged
on a tree and Left there to become the food
for birds and beasts. Sucha Nand became an
object of vengeance. His havelis were
thoroughly plundered.

Banda Singh Bahadur came to know
about the harassment of Sikhs by the
Faujdars of Saharanpur and Deoband and
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asked Jalal Khan and Ali Hamid Khan to
free the Sikh prisoners. But they mounted
the Sikh messengers on asses. Saharanpur
was attacked and Muslims punished.

The Sikhs wrote a letter to Shamas
Khan, Faujdar of Jullundhur asking him to
hand over the treasury to them. The Sikh
messengers were shabbily treated. The city
was attacked and plundered.

It is an acknowledged fact that Banda
Bahadur’s fight against Mughals was
strengthened by the anger of the peasantry
which had suffered continuously at the
hands of Muslim as well as the Hindu land-
lords. Religious protest does have social
dimensions. But all the same, Banda’s
confrontation with the Mughuls was not a
class struggle only. The motivational force
which sustained this struggle was the desire
to destroy a government which operated
through  terror, intolerance and
discrimination, and could go to any length
to meet it’s nefarious ends. The cold
blooded murder of the younger sons of
Guru Gobind Singh was the proverbial last
straw and it ignited the fires of righteous
indignation which engulfed the Moghul
empire and no fire fighting operation could
save the empire.

The emotional and social factors
combined to create a formidable force which
destroyed a seemingly invincible empire.

If we keep in mind the sociological
background of the first five Sikhs, we find
that they belonged to deprived sections of
society. But it was the religious sentiment,
their absolute devotion and dedication, their
freedom from fear of death which welded
them into an invincible force which derived
its strength from Faith in the lord (their

Master) who had resurrected them from
insensitive terror stricken men into warriors
of the “Akal Purkh” with the power to carve
out their own destiny. Such people could
not be merciless mercenaries and ruthless
seekers of revenge.

But all the same it cannot be denied
that the armies of Banda Singh Bahadur put
large number of Muslims to sword,
destroyed Muslim houses and made the
Muslim elite as well as ranks feel that they
were answerable for their actions, right here
in this world itself. Those who rise by
sword shall perish by it. Justice has to
overtake injustice. Nemesis overtakes all
tyrants who destroy life to tyranise over
others, to establish their supremacy and
ultimately force is used to destroy them. In
nature the process of creation and the
process of destruction complement and
supplement each other and violence (force)
is implicitly or explicitly present in both the
processes.

Banda Bahadur - Saviour of the
Peasantry

Khushwant Singh has talked of another
dimension to the struggle waged by Banda
Bahadur His mission should be taken as a
revolutionary sociological, mission which
aimed at ameliorating the lot of the
peasantry.

Khushwant Singh talks of Banda’s
struggle against the Mughals, as an
expression of peasant’s revolt in East Panjab.
After the conquest of Sarhind and the
establishment of his head quarters in the
Himalayas at Mukhlisgarh and on hearing
about Bahadur Shah’s expected intervention
in the Panjab affairs, Banda Singh, crossed
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the yamuna, when the summer was at it’s
height. Banda Singh attacked Saharanpur.
The Gujjar herdsmen rose against the
Nawabs and Zamindars who had oppressed
them for decades and looted the Muslim
landlords with a vengeance. Khushwant
Singh tells us that these Gujjars declared
themselves Nanak Panthis (worshippers of
Nanak) and joined the fellow peasants from
Panjab. Saharanpur was ruthlessly
plundered. The neighbouring towns of
Behat and Ampheta met the same fate -
Panic spread in the Jamuna Gangetic Daob.
The Sikhs established their supremacy and
were held in terror. Irvine tells us that the
sight of one Sikh lancer on horseback was
enough to terrorise a whole village.

In the words of Irvine:

“A low scavenger or leather dresser,
the lowest of the low in the Indian
estimation had only to leave his own home
and join the Guru (referring to Banda) when
in a short time he would return to his birth
place as it’s ruler with his order of
appointment in his hand. As soon as he sat
foot within the boundaries, the well-born
and wealthy went out to greet him and
escort him home. Arrived there they stood
before him with joined palms awaiting his
orders. Not a soul dared disobey his order.

In a paper, Analysis of the liberation
Movement under Banda Singh Bahadur
against the Mughals, Harpreet Kaur has
written about the sociological dimensions of
the Sikh movement under Banda Bahadur.
She is of the opinion that (a) Banda Singh'’s
objective was the destruction of Mughal
empire and the establishment of an
independent Raj in Panjab; (b) Banda Singh
shook one of the mightiest empires of the

world; (c) The Sikh movement under Banda
Singh, had a strong social base.

She has correctly pointed out that
Banda Siiirli Bahadur could not establish an
independent Raj. But. lie did shake the
Mughal empire to it's roots as the
subsequent events proved. This was done
by freeing the minds of the people from
fear of their masters. He challenged the
supremacy of the Muslim might. When the
volcano of anger and hatred erupted, no
one could contain the devastating force of
hatred which engulfed the social system
and political institutions. In Middle Ages
political power was acquired with the help
of sword and kingdoms were established
with the help of terror. The role of terror as
a basic fact of political organisations and
determining state subject relations cannot
be denied though the form of terror and the
means of perpetuating it have changed.

It we keep in mind the early life of
Banda Singh and his association with the
Bairagis, his vegetarianism and idealism,
the inescapable conclusion is that Banda
was not a votary of violence and terror and
hatred. His mission in Panjab aimed at
punishing the persecutors of the Sikhs who
had become absolutely insensitive in their
quest for power. The power elite in Panjab
were Muslims and their Hindu minions.
The punitive exercise against them could
not escape being a campaign against
Muslims. The same is true of any struggle
for supplanting of such an unjust state.

When the peasants were mostly
Hindus and their oppressive land-lords
were mostly Muslims, a confrontation
against the land-lords had to be anti-
Muslim. We should also keep in the mind
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the centuries of oppression against the
non-believers and the humiliations heaped
on them by the ruthless conqueror. When
the bonds were loosened and fetters
removed, all discretions were thrown to
the winds and nothing could halt the tidal
waves of anger.

Banda fought against the Mughals
with the help of Jat Sikhs - within one
year the strength of Banda’s forces
increased from 4000 to 5000 horsemen and
seven to eight thousand foot soldiers from
30 to 40 thousand men. 12 The Banjaras
were very helpful to Banda Singh who had
a strong mass base. Some sections of the
rural society were against him. Banda
Singh was pitted against Bhattis, Gujars,
Kharals, Gujjars of Rachna Doab and
Afghans of Kasur, of course.

Regarding the composition of the
troops of Banda Bahadur, Hari Ram Gupta
says:

Banda’s troops consisted of two classes
of people. The old Sikhs who had fought
under Guru Gobind Singh joined him
purely to punish Wazir Khan. They also
wished to see the fulfillment of Guru’'s
prophecy for Sikh sovereignty in Panjab.
Another class of Sikhs comprised of young
men who wanted to plunder the enemies of
their faith. The third group of Hindu Jats,
Gujjars and Rajputs about ten thousand in
number were intent to plunder alone.

Banda’s army was not a well equipped
professional army. His followers had
matchlocks, spears, swords and bows and
arrows. According to the author of
Muntakhab-ul-Lubab (11,652-53), Khafi Khan
the number of Banda’s followers was thirty
to forty thousand.

Khushwant Singh speaks of the
popularity of Banda Bahadur. The Guru
had sent him to Panjab as commander of a
punitive expedition. But Banda soon started
conferring benedictions on the people. He
further tells us that having an avowed
contempt for worldly possessions, he gave
away the offerings placed before hill. He
also issued a proclamation promising
protection and justice to those who had
suffered at the hands of robbers and
Muslim bigots.

This proclamation triggered off volatile
reactions. In the words of Khushwant Singh:

“The people of Malwa, rose against the
zamindars and local officials.”

The first task which Banda Singh had
set for himself was to punish the
persecutors of Pir Budhu Shah who had
helped Guru Gobind Singh at Bhangani.
Hindu faqirs, Yogis, Sanyasis and bairagis
conveyed the imperial news to them. Thus
we see that the Sikh movement had fully
prepared the people to face all types of
odds. It gave them the courage and capacity
to face the imperialists. The vanjaras were
very helpful to the Sikh movement in
Panjab. They supplied grains to Banda
Bahadur and provided the news of the
royal camp.

We accuse Banda of being Anti-Muslim
but we forget that his adversary (Wazir
Khan) had declared that the war against
Banda was a holy war. He was joined by
the Nawab of Maler-Kotla, all the Muslim
chiefs and Jagirdars and Ranghars. This
mobilisation was in the name of Islam. The
sons of Guru Gobind Singh were killed in
the name of Islam. The struggle which
ended in the defeat of Wazir Khan who
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represented Mughul power and symbolised
Islamic fanaticism, was bound, to bring
sufferings for Muslims who had directly or
shared the privileges of imperial authority.

It was from May 12, 1710, that Banda
Bahadur’s reign began. It was on this day
that Banda conquered Sarhind. In his efforts
to defend Lahore, Governor Sayyad Islam
Khan was joined by all the Muslims of the
neighbourhood. In this campaign Banda
was joined by low-caste Hindus. When
excesses were committed by Muslims on
Hindu near Saharanpur Banda attacked and
punished Muslim bigots.

The Muslims near Lahore declared a
holy war against Banda under the Haidri
Jhanda. The Sikhs fought local leaders at
Quilla Bhagwan Rai, Kotla Begum and
Bhilowal. The Muslims were defeated.

The Muslims were always ruthless in
dealing with the Sikhs. Firoz Khan Mewati,
after defeating Sikhs near Karnal had
presented the heads of 300 Sikhs to the
emperor at Sonepat. After winning a victory
over the Sikhs he hung hundreds of heads
of Sikhs on the trees all along the road.
From Sarhind Shamas Khan sent 300 heads
of Sikhs to the emperor. It must be kept in
mind the way in which the Sikhs were
treated after the fall of Gurdas Nangal. At
Gurdas Nangal Banda could accommodate
in the fort only 1250 men with a small
number of horses. The rest tried to flee in
all directions. Three to four thousands of
them were massacred. Khafi Khan tells us
that a thousand persons bound in chains
were sent to the emperor.

Mc. Gregor, as quoted by Mohd. Latif,
has given a graphic account of the

procession which moved from town to
town, watched by people, who had
thronged the Bazars, the house tops and
balconies. In the country side spectators
stood on both the sides.

Banda Singh was put in fetters. He was
made to stand in an Iron-cage with ledger
paper caps, others were fastened to camels,
horses and asses and later on chained on
feet, waist and neck and were tied in twos
and threes and placed in bullock carts.

The heads of the Sikh warriors wars
struck on spears. At Lahore the number of
Sikh heads was 700.”, At, Delhi it was 2000.
Cunningham has described the type of
treatment meted out to Sikhs. He says
people treated the prisoners with utmost
insolence, usual with bigots and common
with barbarious or half-civilised conquerors.

The fall of Lohgarh and the escape of
Banda Singh Bahadur infuriated Bahadur
Shah. The Mughals could imprison Gulab
Singh Bakshi, and about 10-12 Sikhs. These
Sikhs had, bravely faced 60,000 strong
Mughal army the Mughal forces recovered
three pieces of cannon seventeen Rakhels, a
canopy and some silver poles.

When the victorious Mughal force went
to the entrenched posts of the Sikhs what he
saw has been described by Kanwar Khan
(Tazikrate-ul-Sulatin Chaghtaiya) Rohela,
Afghans, Biloch and others had taken
crowds of women and children prisoners.
One heart rendering sight was the dead
body of Sucha Nand’s son Sajanand, the
dead bodies of many Mulsim men and
women slain by the Sikhs before they took
to flight.
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The Sikhs were given a hot chase.
Kunwar khan further tells us:

In the operation against the Sikhs
Rustam Dil Khan was said to have
committed great excesses against the
inhabitants of, Kathotha seizing many
persons on wrongful accusations of being
Sikhs and giving them to his soldiers in
lieu of pay. They sold the poor wretches in
the horse market at Lahore.

A month before the death of Bahadur
Shah (11.1.1712) Mohd. Amin Khan
reported of severe fight with Sikhs and sent
500 heads of the Sikhs to the emperor.
Wazir Khan had organised a crusade
against Banda. In Sept.-Oct. 1710, the
Muslims gathered in large numbers under
a green flag called Haidri Jhanda. The
Muslims were defeated in the battles fought
at Quilla Bhagwant Rai, Kotla Bagam, and
Bhilowal.

Firoz Khan Mewati defeated Binod
Singh at Amin (24 kms from Karnal and
sent to the emperor heads of 300 Sikhs, at
sonepat). He was given a lakh of Rupees
and appointed as governor of Sirhind. After
defeating Sikhs at Troari and Thanesar, he
got hundreds of Sikh heads hung from trees
along the road.” The fall of Lohgarh turned
the tide against Banda. In subduing Banda,
the Mughal emperor was assisted by Raja
Udit Singh Bundhela who was in the
forefront of the Mughal army.” Other Hindu
chiefs were also there in campaign. Stung
by a remark Chhatersal Bundela, Ganda
Singh says, separated himself from the
Royal troops.”” He rode off to the hills to
help Manim Khan - Among the Hindu
chiefs and nobles who helped the emperor

were besides, Udit Singh Bandela Raja
Chhatersal Bundela and Raja Churamoni
Jat.

Sikh Commitment to Secularism

The Mughal State, in India,
comparatively speaking was liberal (There
is justification for this perception). The Shia
influence on the Mughal emperors as well
as the compulsions of state- craft had
mellowed the Mughal kings — The
Mughals had entered into matrimonial
alliances with Rajputs. We talk of the
evolution of the composite culture. All
these factors, were likely to blunt the sharp
edges of the political and cultural
confrontation.

But we have to reckon with the fact that
that the Mughal state operated in a
framework of values and could not, despite
tfeudal and matrimonial alliances with
Rajputs shed its essential partisan character,
Muslims were its power-base and it could
not brook opposition to its policy of
conversions to Islam. The Mughal-Sikh
Confrontation was owing to this fact.

The Sikh Missals and the states
founded by the Sikh Chiefs, despite the fact
that the atrocities committed against them
were still fresh in their mind, did not wreak
vengeance on Muslims. They never
dishonoured Muslim women. They never
demolished mosques nor did they think of
indulging in genocide as the Muslim rulers
had been practising against the Sikhs after
the fall of Sikh State under Banda Bahadur.

... to be continued
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